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ities are a fundamental part of modern

life, yet for most of human history

they have been the exception. Our

ancestors lived almost entirely in rural

areas, on farms or in small towns. But
about two centuries ago, people began to migrate
from field to factory, and urbanization began.

That movement steadily picked up speed until,
sometime around 2007, the balance tipped: Now,
for the first time in human history, most people live in
cities. And the shift to urban life is happening faster
than ever, giving rise to a vast archipelago of mega-
cities. Mature megalopolises such as Tokyo and
New York continue to grow, but most of tomorrow’s
new urban powerhouses are emerging m developing
regions in Asia and Africa.

The ripple effects of this change are profound. As
people concentrate in denser centers, cities are
becoming the primary source of most economic
growth and where we consume the most energy,
water and food.

To ensure a more prosperous, sustainable future, we
must learn how to better manage our cities as they grow.
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